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the Hurons: they were thus enraged against the
French because the latter had not been willing to
accept the peace, the preceding year, on the condi-
tions which they wished to give them.

'' All their men being assembled, and the runners
having come back from their hunt for men, those
barbarians divided among themselves their booty,
rejoicing in their prey with great shouts of mirth.
As I saw them engrossed in examining and distrib-
uting our spoils, I sought also for my share. I visit
all the captives; I baptize those who were not yet
baptized; I encourage those poor wretches to suffer
with constancy, assuring them that their reward
would far exceed the severity of their torments. I
ascertained, on this round of visits, that we were
twenty-two captives, without counting three Hurons
killed on the spot. An old man, aged eighty years,
having just received holy Baptism, said to the [66]
Hiroquois who were commanding him to embark:
' It is no more for an old man like me to go and visit
foreign countries; I can find death here, if you refuse
me life.' Hardly had he pronounced these words
when they beat him to death.

" So there we were, on the way to be led into a
country truly foreign. Our Lord favored us with
his Cross. It is true that, during thirteen days that
we spent on that journey, I suffered in the body tor-
ments almost unendurable, and, in the soul, mortal
anguish; hunger, the fiercely burning heat, the
threats and hatred of those Leopards, the pain of our
wounds, — which, for not being dressed, became
putrid even to the extent of breeding worms,—
caused us, in truth, much distress. But all these
things seemed light to rne in comparison with an


